in the idyllic setting of Bayfordbury in the Hertfordshire countryside, the National Reprographic Centre for documentation held a one day conference on the use of word processing systems in libraries and information departments. Derek Painter, the Conference Director, had organized a very full and varied programme with 10 speakers. John Whitehead, the Chairman, was given the responsibility of ensuring ~hat all the speakers kept to their allotted span with enough time allowed for questions.
The STATUS information storage and retrieval system was briefly described by Dr. John Scanlon, of AERE, and he elaborated on the use of a DEC VAX minicomputer accessed by DEC word processors using STATUS. A different make of word processor, the U.S. based Lexitron was described by Pamela Harter, of lEA Coal Research. Again ICI's ASSASSIN system was the facility used by lEA, with Lexitron preparing the abstracts for storage in the coal base. ASSASSIN was also covered by Dr. Bill Davison, of Tube Investments, using Wordplex and Wang equipment for the production of current awareness bulletins and eventual storage on the ASSASSIN system.
The final paper was presented by Tim Williams of the Shropshire County Library and he described the use of an AM Jacquard, linked to an IBM Mainframe for cataloguing, ordering and stock control.
At the end of the session the Chairman set up an impromptu forum, with all the speakers being literally bombarded with questions from a very appreciative audience for over an hour.
A verbatim report of the proceedings will be available from NRCd later in the year. Anyone interested should contact Mr. J.D. Painter, NRCd, Hatfield Polytechnic, Bayfordbury, Herts. SG 13 8LD, U.K.
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